English Language Arts Grade 7
Class Syllabus
Mrs. Watson  
Room 126
Course Introduction
Welcome to English Language Arts (ELA) Grade 7. This course will target students’ growth in the areas of reading, writing, speaking and listening, discussion, reflection, and viewing. Reading strategies, critical thinking skills, and vocabulary building comprise the main elements of reading instructions. Through fiction, nonfiction, and poetry reading, students will practice reading strategies and comprehension skills. Writing will focus on several genres:   narrative, informational/explanatory, argumentative, and research. The course is designed to increase the literacy and writing ability of students as they move through the curriculum outlined below.
Curriculum
ELA Grade 7 Curriculum will cover topics in the units below; therefore, after completing the class, students will understand the following: 

1. Character/Plot/Idea Development, Words in Context, Narrative Writing, Writing Process 
2. Theme/Central Ideas, Summarizing Text, Words in Context, Informative/Explanatory Writing, Writing Process
3. Text Structure, Words in Context, Argumentative Writing, Writing Process
4. Point of View, Evaluate Arguments, Words in Context, Narrative Writing, Writing Process 
5. Theme/ Central Idea, Words in Context, Write Summaries, Informative/Explanatory Writing, Writing Process
6. Character/Plot/Idea Development; Words in Context; Argumentative Writing; Writing Process
7. Read and Comprehend Literary and Informational Texts; Words in Context, Research Writing
Culminating Tasks
Each student will complete Culminating Task in the following units: Unit 1 - Literary Analysis Steps 1,2,3;

Unit 2 - Informative Essay Steps 1,2,3; Unit 3 - Argumentative Essay Steps 1,2,3; Unit 4 - Literary Analysis; Unit 5 – Informative Essay; Unit 6 - Argumentative Essay
Expectations
I expect students to be on time, prepared for class with all materials, and to actively participate in the learning. I expect students to follow the rules and routines set in the class to create a productive and safe learning environment for all student success. 
Grading Policy
Classwork/Homework/Participation –30% Consisting of Quick writes, Vocabulary, Review Questions, Quizzes, and Essays.  

Tests/Projects – 70% A test is given at the end of each objective/unit. Projects will be given to supplement understanding of the focus and emphasis of the course. 

Contact Information
My availability is Monday – Friday from 7:30-9:00 AM and 3:00-3:30 PM.  Students are free to schedule time for additional help and tutoring as needed.  I can be reached at the school at (706)823-6946. My email is watsojo@boe.richmond.k12.ga.us. I am in expectation of a great year working with you and your child(ren)!  
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